Local liaison group - Peacehaven

	8 September 2009, 12-2pm

Fields and Robson Rooms, Meridian Centre



	Chair:

John Hodgson, PROUD (Chair)



	Attendees:

Southern Water – Damon Elliott (DE), Madeline Stoneman (MS)

4Delivery – Andy Bull (AB), Phil Risbridger (PR), John Awdry (JA)

East Sussex County Council – Peter Earl (PE)

Lewes District Council – Tim Bartlett (TB), John Nicklin (JN)

Peacehaven Town Council – Shelia Baker (SB)

Telscombe Town Council – Martin Duckworth (MD)

County Councillor – Cllr Livings (CllrL)

PROUD – Stan Cannon (SC)

Peacehaven Residents Association – Mr David Williams (DW)

Telscombe Residents Association – Andy Smith (AS)

East Saltdean Residents Association – John Harris (JH)

Abbreviations:

ESCC – East Sussex County Council

SW – Southern Water

4D – 4Delivery  



	Minutes
	Action

	1. Appointment of chair

The meeting agreed John Hodgson would be chair of the group.


	

	2. Make up of the group

It was felt that the group is representative of the interested parties. It was requested that if someone was unable to attend, they were to send a replacement to represent their interests. JA will continue to be the main contact for all members of the group.


	

	3. Explanation of the role of the Local Government representatives in the group

PE will be responsible for monitoring and controlling the development in relation to planning issues, working along-side the District Council Environmental Health department, Southern Water and the community. This group will form part of the monitoring process and will meet for the duration of the works and for at least 12 months following completion.

TB is responsible for monitoring the environmental impact during and following construction including noise and nuisance. 

SC raised the issue of a lorry driver trying to find the site getting stuck in Peacehaven the previous week. 4D will ensure drivers are properly briefed and there is sufficient signage to prevent this from happening again. PE asked to be kept informed of any further issues – peter.earl@eastsussex.gov.uk 
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	4. S106 Agreement provisions

PE advised all details of the section 106 agreement are available on the ESCC website - http://www.eastsussex.gov.uk/environment/planning/applications/peacehaven/default.htm 

To summarise, the document includes:

· The creation of open spaces at south side of the WTW site

· Tidying up the site at Portobello

· Construction and maintenance of a green roof on the main building

· Monetary contribution towards sports pitches/pavilion
· Construction Environmental Management Plan 

· Construction traffic routing
· Operational Environment Management Plan

· Odour Management Plan (inc monitoring and complaints procedures)

· Tunnelling work surveys

AS questioned how the odour from the site would be monitored. DE explained the new works are fully contained, with odour being treated internally before being released through the stack. The release from the stack is monitored continuously and the records are available for regulating bodies to see. At these points the levels of hydrogen sulphide will be measured and if in breach of legal limits, SW will be responsible for remedying this. If a persistent breach takes place enforcement action can be taken through the Courts. ESCC will be regularly checking the readings to ensure SW is operating within the permitted limits . The plant will be using best practice and best technology so SW can not envisage any problems. There is an Operational Management Plan and Odour Management Plan they will dictate how the plant is to be operated. Monitors will also be located around the plant for early identification of issues in the process.
Concerns were raised in relation to the SW site at Pebsham. DE explained that the Pebsham site was fundamentally different. The Peacehaven site is more enclosed and odour attenuation measures more extensive.

Concern was raised over the current odour issues at Portobello and whether similar problems would be experienced at the new WTW. DE explained that the odour control being installed at the new WTW was far in excess of any provisions currently at Portobello and that there could be no comparison drawn.
TB confirmed odour control will be part of the wider monitoring of the site. There will be more regular visits during the Commissioning phase Any issues with odour should be reported in the first place to SW, followed by  ESCC Phone: 01273 481846
Email Planning Development Control  if the issue remains unresolved.

Southern Water technical services phone number for odour complaints is 0845278 0845. Pollution number at Lewes DC. Office hours, answer machine out of hours though messages intermittently checked over the weekend.

5. Traffic

Concerns were raised over traffic movements. It was confirmed that highway usage during operation of the plant will be monitored.

There are no restrictions on the size of vehicles that can access the site other than standard highway limits. The site is accessed through an industrial site that is already accessed by large/heavy vehicles.

Query raised over closure of Bolney Avenue. Would access be prevented north from junction between Damon Close and Bolney Avenue? It was confirmed that there was a requirement for a barrier to be erected to prevent traffic accessing the site through the residential parts of the town. This is consistent with the Local Plan Policy and the exact position will be considered in that context.

	

	6. Addressing methane concerns

DE addressed concerns raised at the previous meeting regarding a build up of methane in sewage pipes causing explosions. Methane builds up when oxygen is not present in the decomposition process. This scheme ensures the system is free-flowing so the sewage does not become stagnant, and there will be large volumes of air within the tunnel with vents at the pumping station sites to ensure airflow. There will be odour control at these vents. Levels will be continuously monitored for workers safety so any abnormal levels can be dealt with before reaching dangerous levels. The scheme uses current best practise to ensure that methane is not an issue, and gas will be monitored regularly in both the infrastructure and at the in let works to the site.
There was concern that ground water could cause potential problems with methane. It was confirmed that the tunnel will be sealed and air and water tight so there will be no ingress of external fluids or gases into it.

The Mexico incident referred to was where there was a gas pipeline under the sewer, and gasoline had infiltrated the sewer and ignited which in turn ignited the gas main. 


	

	7. Progress report / 8 Programme of works due to start

JA updated the meeting on the current progress of the scheme. At the request of the meeting JA to organise producing regular updates of works for residents.
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	8. Report of resident concerns

Footballs – footballs have been going over the fence from the local football pitch. JA has spoken to security and they will keep an eye out for this on match days. It was requested a fixture list is sent over so security know when matches are being played. Once the site is up and running there will also be a telephone number which can be used in these situations.

Generator noise – following complaints of noise from the generator on site, it is now sited within a bund (earth). If residents are still experiencing issues with noise, readings from these properties will be conducted and mitigation works conducted if required.

Co-op car park – SW confirmed it is currently anticipated that there will be no work in the Co-op car park at the Meridian Centre.

Spoil from the site – none of the spoil from the works will leave the site; it will be used to remodel the area once the works are complete.

Tunnel depths – the tunnel depth will vary from 8m to 40m below ground level. SW will be monitoring all sound and vibrations caused by the works, and envisage this to be minimal at ground level. 

Property surveys – SW will be contacting all properties on the tunnel route in due course to organise access for an independent surveyor to conduct a structural survey. SW will not tunnel under any properties before a survey has been offered to the property owner. It was requested a presentation be made at the next meeting covering tunnelling and associated issues.

Insurance of tunnelling works – It was confirmed that SW would be responsible for rectifying any damage caused to properties that is directly attributable to the tunnelling works.
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	9. Setting up of sub-groups

It was felt that sub-groups for each of the sites would be beneficial closer to work commencing at those sites. 


	

	Date of next meeting:

3 November 2009 12 – 2pm
	


