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Be aware of bogus callers
All Southern Water staff and agents carry and show an identity card 
with their photograph and name. If you want to confirm we sent the 
caller, ring us on 0330 303 0368 (available 24 hours a day, charged 
at local rate). southernwater.co.uk/bogus-callers

Chichester pipeline  
Investing in your city’s future

A Southern Water Partnership

How we will build the pipe

The pipeline will range from 250mm to 
315mm in diameter – which is roughly the 
same as a dinner plate. 

In some sections, such as those that are 
environmentally sensitive, we’ll be using 
a trenchless technique called directional 
drilling. This means that rather than 
digging up large stretches of ground, 
we can create small pits from which we 
can drill underground tunnels to insert 
pipework. This means less disruption at 
ground level. 

Where this is not possible, we will need 
to cut into the ground to lay pipework. 
In these areas, we’ll be reinstating the 
ground to its original condition.   

What about impact on the 
community and environment?

Limiting this is a priority for us and we 
must work within strict parameters.

We’ve carried out a detailed 
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) 
and liaised closely with local authorities, 
as well as organisations such as Natural 
England, the Environment Agency, Sussex 
Wildlife Trust and Highways England.

Community – we’ll do all we can to  
limit disruption. We’ll always tell you 
before we start work in your area and will 
have dedicated customer liaison teams  
on hand. 

A relatively small amount of construction 
vehicles will be in use during the project 
but we expect this to have minimal impact 
on the local roads.

Environment – a huge study has been 
undertaken to ensure the environment is 
protected. Our work has included surveys 
to look for badgers, reptiles, bats and 
birds, among others. 
 

What about archaeological  
finds?

We commissioned a team from  
Archaeology South-East to check the 
areas in which we might be working. They 
unearthed some important relics, dating 
back as far as 1500BC. 

Careful examination gives a fascinating 
glimpse into our past.

Among the most significant finds were: 

•  A previously-unknown section of the 
ancient Chichester Entrenchments,  
a complex series of ditches and banks 
thought to have been constructed  
around the late Iron Age

•  Evidence of wooden posts suggesting 
Iron Age timber buildings

•  Large quantities of pottery dating from 
around 200 to 300AD.

When will the work take place?

We hope to be able to start in summer 
2018, completing construction within 
about 18 months, and reinstatement of all 
working areas within two years.  

We intend to start at the eastern end 
working westwards from Tangmere with 
pumping station 3 being followed by 
pumping station 2 and finally pumping 
station 1.

However, the final programme is 
dependent on numerous factors.

We’ll be able to share a finalised 
construction programme, including 
traffic management, once we’ve secured 
planning permission.

What next?

We’d really appreciate your feedback, 
so we can consider it before finalising 
our design and submitting our planning 
application in late November.

You can leave feedback a number of ways:

Via our website 
southernwater.co.uk/chichesterpipeline

Email  
capitalcomms@southernwater.co.uk

Write to: 
Capital Communications – Chichester 
project, Southern Water, Lewes Road 
Falmer, Brighton, BN1 9PY 

More details can be found at  
southernwater.co.uk/chichesterpipeline
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What we’re doing

We’re planning to build a 10km sewer 
pipeline that will run from the west of 
Chichester, across the north of the  
city and through to Tangmere.  
 
Here, it will connect to our Tangmere 
Wastewater Treatment Works. Our 
proposals also include three pumping 
stations along the route.

This sewer will take away the wastewater 
from proposed developments identified 
in the Chichester District Council’s 
Local Plan, while protecting the local 
environment. 

First, we need planning permission for 
the project and we’re aiming to submit 
our application to West Sussex County 
Council in late November 2017.

Where?

In our proposed plans, the first  
pumping station will be at the start of  
the pipeline. A second will be built close  
to Madgwick Lane and the third in 
Tangmere, to the west of Tangmere 
Military Aviation Museum.

The proposed pipeline  
route will:

•  Leave the area near Whitehouse Farm 
where the B2178 crosses the Centurion 
Way cycle/footpath

•  Run east across public open space 
to St Paul’s Road before it follows the 
road north and east, then crossing 
under the rear car park of St  
Richard’s Hospital 

•  Pass along Wellington Road and under 
Chichester Dyke and the University 
of Chichester playing fields, past the 
Merton Centre and east into fields 
north of Kingsmead Avenue 

•  Cross the River Lavant, where the 
second pumping station will be built

•  Go south of the Goodwood Circuit and 
north of the Rolls Royce site, keeping 
to the edge of the field south-east of 
Sidengreen Lane 

•  Cross Stane Street, continuing 
across farmland and under the A27 
to the western side of Copse Farm, 
before turning northeast parallel with 
Tangmere Road

•  A third pumping station will be built to 
the west of Tangmere Military Aviation 
Museum. The pipe will run to the south 
of the museum and through Chichester 
Business Park, before reaching 
Tangmere treatment works.
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Once completed the only visible 
structures will be at the sites of the three 
pumping stations, two of which will be 
built in the planned developments that 
the pipeline will serve. The pumping 
stations will be largely below ground. 
Above-ground will be green kiosks and a 
treatment unit as pictured.

Numerous routes were looked at in  
detail but this proposed, final plan  
was considered the best, taking into  
account environmental and customer 
impact, existing infrastructure and the 
needs of the developments.

Precision-guided
drilling rig Pit 1

Stage 1: A pilot hole is drilled with a precision-guided drilling rig.
Only two small pits are required, one at each end of the section of pipe that is being replaced.

Drilling rod Cutting head

Pit 2

Drilling rod Reamer

Swivel

Shroud New pipe

Pit 1

Directional drilling

Pit 2

Pipe coil
Stage 2: The new pipe is pulled back through the hole.

Diagram courtesy of Clancy Docwra

Pumping station kiosks (above) and a treatment unit (right) will be the only visible structures
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