
Latest News
The project is really taking shape as the installation of 
mechanical and electrical equipment has started picking up 
pace. The site is becoming a sea of stainless steel tanks, frames 
and pipework which are being installed across the Primary 
and Secondary Treatment areas.

In the above image  you can see the new Fats, Oils, Grease and 
Grit (FOGG) plant during installation. This equipment removes 
as much FOGG as possible from the wastewater before the 
next treatment stage.

During September we took delivery of a new generator 
that will supply power to critical items of the treatment 
plant during times of power failures or planned isolation for 
maintenance activities. This was lifted into place in seventeen 
separate pieces over the course of two days using one of the 
four cranes currently on site.

Supporting the Next 
Generation
4D is supporting the next generation of engineering and 
construction by taking three summer work experience 
placements on-site. One was organised with Southampton 
City Council’s City Deal Youth scheme, and two students have 
been placed through the Southampton University Corporate, 
Civil and Environmental Scholarship Scheme (SUCCESS).

Civil engineering student Niall Pearce, said:

“As my first time working on site, Woolston has played a great 
role in inspiring my future work ambition. My nine weeks flew 
by and the development of the project has been impressive to 
look back upon.

The first-hand experience has improved my surveying, setting 
out and drawing interpretation massively, and the skills I’ve 
developed on site I’m sure will help me in next year’s studies.”
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Fat, Oil, Grease & Grit (FOGG) removal plant during installation



Transport of Woolston 
sludge
Sludge is a by-product of the treatment process and is made 
up of solid organic waste removed from the wastewater. The 
sludge from Woolston currently goes by barge to our works 
at Slowhill Copse, to be pumped to Millbrook for further 
treatment.

For the sludge barge to moor at the jetty, we regularly dredge 
the area. This is a costly and inefficient exercise which adds to 
the running costs at the site. The benefit of the new system is 
that it significantly reduces the time needed to store sludge 
on site.

The sludge is thickened by passing through centrifuges, 
spinning the sludge at high speeds, separating the water from 
the sludge to produce a sludge ‘cake’. The cake is stored in 
sealed ‘bins’ that can be loaded onto tankers to be removed 
from site by road approximately twice a day.

We have chosen this to:

• reduce the sludge volume
• make odour containment easier and more reliable
• minimise the number of tanker movements
• reduce associated transport costs, and
• reduce carbon footprint

Community Liaison Group
Held on Tuesday 18 July, the quarterly Community Liaison 
Group meeting was quiet, with Councillor Blatchford hosting 
on behalf of Councillor Payne. The group highlighted the 
good construction progress following a summer of good 
weather, and also discussed the dus t, noise and vehicles in the 
surrounding area. This was particularly important following 
the construction works in Victoria Road, when access to 
parking and footpaths was restricted.

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 11 October at 
6.30pm in the 4D Site Offices, and will be preceded by a site 
tour from 5pm.

You can also meet Southern Water during the day at the 
Woolston Library, as Field Engagement Officers Sharon 
Holdstock and Matt Collins will be there from 10.30am.

Sharon and Matt will also be meeting with local youngsters 
at the Woolston Youth Club from 5.30pm—8pm on Tuesday 
10 October, continuing their ongoing engagement in the 
community and sharing advice on the Unflushables.

Upcoming Activities
Our large pre-cast concrete tank structures for the new 
wastewater treatment processes are due to be completed 
by our specialist subcontractor in late 2017, after more than 
twelve months on site.

We are making good progress with the installation and 
commissioning of the new equipment in the Primary area. 
Our plans for the next phase of future work include diverting 
wastewater treatment via our new tanks.

This will enable us to demolish the remaining redundant 
structures from the original treatment works. The demolition 
work will take place after considerable thought and planning 
to ensure the task is completed safely and with minimal 
impact on the area.

A letter with more details will be distributed to those residents 
who live closest to the works in Victoria Road and Swift Road 
nearer to the time.

FAQs - Demolition
Who is doing the demolition work?
We will select a specialist demolition contractor with suitable 
experience in this type of work and will be chosen for their 
ability to undertake the work safely and with minimal 
disruption to all.

How is the demolition work being undertaken?
The large structures will be demolished using tracked 
excavators with hydraulic breakers. Minor areas of demolition 
will be carried out by hand. The decision has not yet been 
made as to whether concrete will be crushed on site or 
exported for recycling.

Will the work be noisy?
At times, yes, because heavy equipment must be used to 
demolish the large concrete structures safely and efficiently. 
However, considerable planning has been carried out to 
ensure the work generates as little noise as possible. Work 
will begin in the area closest to residents and work away from 
there.

Will the work produce dust?
The method of work has been chosen to keep dust to a 
minimum. We will visually monitor dust levels and dust 
suppression/reduction measures will be available if necessary.

Will there be increased traffic movements?
Lorry movement will not increase significantly from that seen 
during the project work already completed.

What time of day will the demolition work be 
undertaken?
The demolition work will be carried out during normal site 
working hours; 8am-6pm Monday to Friday and, if necessary, 
9am-1pm on Saturdays.

Want to get in touch?
Contact our call centre
T: 0330 303 0368
Please quote Project Reference Number 539389 when calling.

Or call  our site office number (during office hours):
T: 02380 420856
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